October - December 2006 Newsletter

Letter from the President

What’s Inside?

As we move toward the end of another year,
the OKCC has established some great ongoing
activities. With our annual Safety Day,
sponsorship of the Clackamas River Cleanup,
continuing winter Pool Sessions, highlighting
activities for younger paddlers, Rogue River
multi-days and ongoing guided River Trips, I
believe the OKCC is continuing its strong role
in the paddling community.
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And YOU can help! We want your input at our
Annual Meeting on November 16th. We will
elect 2007 Board Members, hear reports on
Financial, Social and Safety activities as well
as open the floor to comments and discussion.
Come to the Annual Meeting, enjoy some great
food and share your thoughts and ideas.
I hope to see you there!
Jesse Mitchell
OKCC President

Save the Date!
The OKCC Annual Meeting will be held
Thursday, November 16 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Iron Horse Restaurant in Sellwood.
More details inside…

American Canoe Association Membership
Although not required, OKCC members have the
option to join the ACA at a discounted membership
price. The ACA's Paddle America Club provides
liability insurance for OKCC trips and events.
OKCC members who choose ACA membership in
addition to OKCC membership will receive OKCC
benefits (newsletter, social events, and meetings)
in addition to the benefits of ACA membership
(Paddler magazine, ACA paddling events, and
member-only discounts).

About the OKCC
The Oregon Kayak & Canoe Club is a group of
boaters in the Portland area who have joined
together to pursue a common interest in whitewater
boating. Our primary focus is to organize river trips
at various skill levels. Safety, as well as enjoyment,
is considered important on all club-sponsored trips.
We are also involved in ocean kayaking, slalom
races, instruction, and river conservation.
Membership entitles you to all issues of our
newsletter, trip schedules, conservation updates,
social events, affiliation with the American Canoe
Association and American Whitewater, and an
outlet/source for used equipment.

American Whitewater Membership
OKCC members may now also join American
Whitewater at a discounted membership price.
OKCC members who join American Whitewater will
receive a subscription to American Whitewater
magazine and member-only discounts as well as
support American Whitewater’s mission to
conserve and restore America’s whitewater
resources and to enhance opportunities to enjoy
them safely.

Check us out online at http://www.okcc.org! Also
sign up for the club’s Yahoo! Groups email list at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/okcc/.
OKCC Board of Directors

Welcome New & Renewing Members!
Angie Allen
Heath Barber
Sonja Biorn-Hansen
Anthony Boesen
Bary Bruner
Andy Clark
Drew Crisell
Brendan Curran
John Davis
Steve & Holly Engquist
Kurt Fredenberg
Stan & Lisa Karlin
Laura Malone
Carl Marker
Richard Scafidi
Linda Scott
Dick Sisson
Nate & Bette Streitmatter
Michael Williams

Jesse Mitchell, President
jesse_mitchell@yahoo.com
Shannon Crosswhite, VP/Secretary
pipirneck@mindspring.com
Kristin Sterling, Treasurer
kristinsterling@gmail.com
Michael Williams, Safety & Training
michael.williams@usoncology.com
Sarah Bryant, Social Chair
sarabellbry@yahoo.com
Honorary Positions:
Mark Adams, Past President
Keith DeWit, Conservation
Mike Elston, Trip Leader Coordinator
David Johnson, Races

Newsletter Advertising & Submissions
If you would like to advertise in an upcoming
newsletter, please contact us at
okccinfo@gmail.com for advertising rates and
guidelines.

Membership Reminder
The label on this newsletter contains the expiration
date of your OKCC membership. Please use the
form on page 15 to renew your membership.
Mail the completed form along with the appropriate
amount to:

The next newsletter deadline is
December 15, 2006

Oregon Kayak & Canoe Club
PO Box 692
Portland, OR 97207

Submissions, photos, ideas, suggestions and the
like should all be directed to okccinfo@gmail.com.
Please label your email subject “Newsletter.”
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Club Trips
Check your email or the OKCC website at http://www.okcc.org/events.htm for last-minute club trips. All club
trips are sanctioned by the American Canoe Association. Non-ACA members may have to pay a $10 insurance
fee to participate.
Date
Sunday, October 1
Saturday, October 14
Sunday, October 22
Sunday, November 5
Friday-Sunday,
November 10-12
Sunday, November 19
Saturday, December 2
Saturday, December 9

Location
Clackamas: Barton - Carver
Class 2
TBD
Class 2 / 3
TBD
Class 2 / 3
Washougal or Sandy
Class 3
OWA / OKCC Rogue Trip
Class 3 (4)
Please see announcement on page 4
TBD
Class 3
Molalla: 3 Bears
Class 3+ / 4Clackamas: Barton - Carver
Class 2

Contact
Hai Nguyen
sillyme0@yahoo.com
Jesse Mitchell
jesse_mitchell@yahoo.com
Mike Elston
mykylykzyt@yahoo.com
Dick Sisson
longboater@comcast.net
Michael Williams
michael.williams@usoncology.com
Mike Elston
mykylykzyt@yahoo.com
Shannon Crosswhite
pipirneck@mindspring.com
Dan Doble
dandoble1@yahoo.com

Trip Leaders Wanted! Experienced and safety-conscious paddlers are needed to lead trips of all classes!
Contact Mike Elston at mykylykzyt@yahoo.com to put your trip on future trip calendars.

So, you have been paddling awhile and you have a roll…
Where do you go from there?
Once a month, the OKCC will hold an intermediate to advanced meeting and paddle. Paddling covers a
broad range of skills and rivers and participants will have a chance to do it all: playboating,
creekboating, big water, low water… and everything in between.
Participants will meet the first the Wednesday of every month and paddle the following Saturday. The
meeting is mandatory to attend the Saturday paddle. Topics covered in the meeting will be practiced
on the river. The OKCC has designed course to give beginning paddlers a place to go and keep
learning on their way to becoming advanced paddlers. ACA insurance will be required for all
participants.
th

First Meeting is November 4 !!!
Contact Michael Williams, OKCC Safety Officer, for meeting times and places.
Michael.Williams@USOncology.com

Happy Paddling!!!
3

th

th

th

November 10 , 11 , 12
(Friday, Saturday, Sunday)

It’s time for another combination Rogue River trip… This is an
Oregon Whitewater Association trip of rafters that want to
incorporate kayakers into these river trips. The trip fee includes all
meals and transportation of gear down the river. Try to keep gear
to one dry bag. Remember somebody else is carrying your gear!
We arrange our own shuttle and accommodations before the trip.
 Galice Lodge is again offering Lodging, Shuttle and Breakfast:
SHUTTLE: Shuttle from Graves Creek (Galice) to Foster Bar at $85.00 per
vehicle
LODGE:
$77.00 per room/cabin for 2 people
BREAKFAST: $10.00 per person for a Family Style Breakfast (Links, Ham,
Potatoes, Biscuits and Gravy, Scramble Eggs, Seasonal Fresh Fruit and
Coffee)
 Other shuttle options are also available from Samantha Waters at +1 (541) 4745632 and LaVerne Parry

Payment info:
Please make checks payable to “OKCC” and send to
th
4017 NE 66 Ave
Portland OR, 97213
Contact Michael Williams, OKCC Safety Officer, with any questions!
Michael.Williams@USOncology.com
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allows. Be there early to suit up and be ready to get
in the water by 8:00 pm.

Upcoming Events

Generous supporting sponsorship from Alder
Creek, with additional contributions from Hood
River Parks and Rec. and AT Paddles has allowed
us to keep the price to a very reasonable
$20/Season or $3/night. Passes may be purchased
at the pool on game nights.

Check out our new public Google Calendar
(www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=okccinfo@
gmail.com) for up-to-the-minute information on
events that might be of interest.
WKC Nooksack Slalom Race – October 7-8

Any questions? Call Doug at 541 490-7846

The Washington Kayak Club Nooksack Slalom race
will be held on the North Fork of the Nooksack
River the weekend of October 7 and 8. Race fees
will be $15 plus $10 for insurance if you are not a
current ACA or Washington Kayak Club member
that has paid their ACA dues. Camping fee is $10
per car for the weekend.

Fall Girl Paddle
Plans for the Annual Girl Paddle on the White
Salmon River are in the works. Exact date TBD.
Open to all women paddlers. For more information,
sign up at groups.yahoo.com/group/pdxgirlpaddler.

For more information and race updates, check the
NW League of Whitewater Racers web site:
www.nwwhitewater.org.

American Canoe Association Annual
Membership Meeting and Awards Banquet –
November 4-5

PDXkayaker Film Festival – October 13

The ACA will be hosting its 126th Annual
Membership Meeting on November 4-5, 2006 in
Fairfax, Virginia.

The guys at Next Adventure are once again hosting
the best party of the season on Friday, October 13
at the Mt. Tabor Theater, 4811 SE Hawthorne in
Portland.

For additional information, including a list of Annual
Awards, visit www.americancanoe.org.

The doors open at 7:00 pm. Please see the
advertisement on page 12 for more information.

OWA/OKCC Post-Season Rogue River Trip –
Veteran’s Day Weekend

Whitewater Symposium (Lotus, CA) –
October 13-16

The Oregon Whitewater Association has again
invited OKCC members to join them on one of their
super-fun, multi-day Rogue River trips. Check out
page 4 of this newsletter for more information and
contact Michael Williams
(Michael.Williams@USOncology.com) on or before
October 20 to reserve your spot!

The Whitewater Symposium is a four-day annual
event that seeks to advance the sport of whitewater
kayaking through bringing top paddlers, instructors
and program leaders together.
The focus is on generating new ideas to support
the continued health of whitewater kayaking
through building and maintaining the quality of
instruction and gear and promoting a positive
media image of the sport.

OKCC Annual Meeting – November 16

Please visit www.wwsymposium.com for more
information.

Food, drink, friends, and fun… We’ll summarize the
past year’s events, plan ahead for next year, and
be electing a new 5-member board.

The OKCC Annual Meeting will be held Thursday,
November 16 at 7:00 p.m. at the Iron Horse
Restaurant in Sellwood.

Hood River Kayak Polo starts October 17

All are welcome; current OKCC members will be
voting on the board of directors. A postcard
reminder will be sent out to all current members in
October.

Tuesday, October 17 at 8:00 pm marks the first of
10 nights of pick-up Kayak Polo play at the Hood
River Pool. Please note the later start time. Games
will begin by 8:15 pm or earlier as pool set-up
5

when you advise that person that they may not be
prepared for the section of river at hand. Yes, you
may encounter an otherwise reasonable person
who believes that he or she can “conquer” a river
through strength of character, rather than through
actual skill and experience. Know that it is within
your Trip Leader Powers to advise such people that
they should maybe practice a bit more before
jumping into the proverbial deep end of the pool.
Sometimes you may be able to leverage this advice
with an impartial critique of their basic safety gear…

Articles
Some Thoughts on Leading Trips
By Mike Elston
Sooner or later, it happens to nearly everyone. You
show up at “the usual” place, at “the usual” time,
with the plan of meeting your friends for a quick
bomb down “the usual” run that you know like a
member of the family. Only upon arrival at the rally
point one day, you discover not only that your
friends are not there , but that they had had
apparently invited a number of newly-met paddling
friends, who have shown up early in eager
anticipation of their first run down the river. With a
growing sense of unease, you realize that you are
the only one in the group who knows this run and
that you have no idea who your companions are
and their respective levels of paddling ability. You
suddenly feel a sinking feeling in your gut as it
occurs to you that you have been unwittingly
designated a ”Trip Leader.” Your newly-met
companions are now looking askance at you, and it
occurs to you that you may have uttered some or
all of the foregoing thoughts out loud. Not to worry,
my friend, for you hold within yourself a vast
reservoir of previously untapped experience and
ability (which hopefully includes professional
instruction in river rescue, and at least a basic first
aid course), and you can also rely on the following
tried and true methods for ensuring a successful
recreational descent of a river in which nobody
meets with a horrifying terminal or permanently
disfiguring fate!

Dan Doble gathers OKCC trip participants for a safety talk before
heading down the Clackamas River. (Photo courtesy of Dan Doble.)

Tip #3: Inspect for Basic Safety Gear. Ensure that
everyone has the proper watercraft and
accessories (floatbags, sprayskirt, paddle, etc.) for
the class and type of water being run. It is
customary to expect such things as a good wetsuit
or drysuit with insulating layers, booties, and a
good helmet designed for watersports. Also
remember that wearing a PFD and whistle on the
water is not just a good idea, it’s the LAW. While
you are at it, you can see who else has extra safety
gear such as throw ropes, tow tethers, first aid kits,
breakdown paddles and pin kits, as this knowledge
could be useful if any of the gear should later be
needed in an emergency. This serves the additional
purpose of preventing the unpleasant surprise of
arriving at the river and discovering that someone
has forgotten to bring a critical piece of equipment.

Tip #1: Breathe. Learned experts using modern
scientific methods of inquiry have discovered that
as long as you are actively engaged in the process
of breathing air, you will likely continue to maintain
a corporeal presence in the third dimension, and all
other concerns will work themselves out. Being
conscious of the act of breathing can also help to
ease anxiety, leaving one’s focus more available to
the task at hand, such as the trip you are about to
lead. So, take a few deep breaths…

Tip #4: Before setting off downriver, it is helpful to
review commonly used hand, paddle, and whistle
signals with the group. Also, if there are known
hazards, portages or particularly tricky sections of
the river to watch out for, this is a good time to give
the group a heads-up. If walking off the river at a
crucial point is going to be very difficult to
impossible, be sure that everyone in the group is
aware of this fact before you put on.

Tip #2: Meet those people you’re about to paddle
with. For example, you could strike up a
conversation about their boat: “Say, that’s quite a
vintage Corsica that you have there. Did you
purchase it new? Really, just recently got it at a
garage sale? What a great find! So, first time out
with it, huh? But you’ve been learning from
watching videos!” This might be one of those times
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Tip #5: Find out who the less-experienced paddlers
are in the group, and make a plan that will provide
for their safety. There are several methods that can
help accomplish this, which can include: 1) keeping
them near you so that you can show them the
conservative lines and talk them through each
rapid, 2) using the Buddy System by pairing them
off with a stronger paddler, and 3) making frequent
stops for scouting rapids. Also have an experienced
paddler bring up the rear of the group, and be sure
to look back upstream frequently to make sure that
everyone is accounted for, sitting upright in a boat,
and still smiling.
And so, at the end of the day, you and your intrepid
band of explorers heave into sight of the takeout.
You have managed to guide everyone safely down
the run, and are ending the trip with the same
number of people that you started with, along with
all of their gear! You think to yourself, “Man, that
wasn’t so bad after all” and, by all accounts,
everyone had a great time, and you are now well
on your way to achieving the status of a living
legend in the eyes of your new-found boating
friends. Everyone toasts you with a frosty beverage
at the takeout and thanks you sincerely for showing
them the run. Life is good!

Sarah Bryant, Corey Morton, Mark Adams, and Jesse Mitchell at Bob’s
Hole after an OKCC club trip on the Clackamas River. (Photo: Dan
Doble.)

Cold Weather Boating
By Sarah Bryant
Rainy season is just around the corner, and with it
comes cold temperatures, wind, sleet, snow, and if
you’re not prepared, hypothermia. Paddling
conditions in the Pacific Northwest can quickly
become life threatening, so here are a few
reminders to keep you and your buddies safe.
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Some basic facts:
 Hypothermia can develop within minutes.
 Water doesn’t have to be icy cold to cause
hypothermia. Any water temperature lower
than body temperature will cause the body
to lose heat.
 Alcohol and drug use lowers the body’s
ability to retain heat, although you may still
feel warm inside.



Note: We strongly encourage all boaters to take a
first-aid/wilderness survival course, as well as a
swift water rescue class.

Signs and symptoms of hypothermia:
 The “umbles” – mumbles, grumbles,
fumbles, stumbles, …
 Slurred speech
 Confusion; impaired motor functions;
clumsiness
 Abnormally slow rate of breathing
 Cold, pale skin
 Fatigue, lethargy, or apathy

Tieton River Recreation Survey Online
The U.S. Forest Service in cooperation with the
Bureau of Reclamation is in the process of
gathering data from recreational users of the
Tieton, Naches and Bumping Rivers and Rimrock,
Clear and Bumping Lakes. This information will be
used by the Bureau of Reclamation as part of a
study to determine the impact of recreation on
water resources as it relates to water storage.

Basic treatment:
 In all cases – seek dry shelter avoiding the
wind, remove wet clothing and put into dry
clothing if possible, insulate the body and
head with anything dry
 If they feel cold and are shivering – exercise
but avoid sweating, give warm and sweet
drinks and high calorie food
 If they are clumsy, confused, and have
stiffening muscles – handle gently, provide
warmth to the core body, give warm and
sweet drinks and high calorie food, monitor
pulse and breathing, restrict activity and
have them lie down with feet slightly raised
 Do not give anything by mouth to a semiconscious or unconscious person. Get to a
medical facility as soon as possible.

To download a copy of the survey, please visit
www.nachesvalleychamber.com/info/NRDYakimaBasinReservoirSurvey.html.
National Park Service Announces Grand
Canyon National Park Website for 2007
Colorado River Permit Lottery
The National Park Service’s (NPS) weighted lottery
website for noncommercial river permits has been
activated. The site can be accessed through the
park's main webpage at www.nps.gov/grca by
selecting "River Permits" then "Weighted Lottery".

Tips:






Hand-heaters and a space blanket should
be included in your first aid/survival kit.
These will help keep a victim warm and
comfortable if exit from a river is not
immediately available. They are also handy
at the take-out to expedite the warming
process.
Keep warm beverages at the take-out (or
even in a thermos in your boat).

The weighted lottery is the result of a multi-year
planning process to revise the Colorado River
Management Plan. Prior to 2006, these permits
were distributed through a waitlist system. Demand
for permits vastly exceeded supply, and wait times
for those at the bottom of the lengthy waitlist grew
to an estimated 25 years.

Dress for a rescue. If you would succumb to
hypothermia while standing and working in
the water, you’re not dressed warm enough.
Warm clothing should include a dry top/bib
combo, dry top/wetsuit combo, or a dry suit
with enough polypro and fleece layers
underneath. Wear appropriate socks and
footwear, gloves/pogies, and a head-heater
under your helmet.
Drink plenty of water and make sure to
intake enough calories. Caffeine and
alcoholic beverages can be detrimental to
staying hydrated and warm.
If you wear pogies, keep gloves in your boat
for use while not paddling (e.g., during a
rescue).

The weighted lottery is open to anyone 18 years or
older who is interested in obtaining a permit to
launch a private river trip on the Colorado River
from Lees Ferry to Diamond Creek. A total of 197
permits will be available for launch dates
throughout the 2007 calendar year.
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of Next Adventure and New Seasons Market. Tired
but happy kayakers, rafters, driftboaters and
canoeists received awards for their haul of
waterlogged refuse, while listening to fine local
musicians brought out by Portland’s Mississippi
Studios.

Trip Reports
(and things of that sort)
Boats In, Garbage Out, River Clean
By Jo Anne Dolan, Clackamas River Basin Council

The efforts of the community to care for the river
inspires staff in our work to develop partnerships for
clean water, a healthy river and streams and
abundant fisheries in the Clackamas Watershed.
The Clackamas River provides over 200,000
people with drinking water, hosts outstanding
recreation opportunities, and is home to one of the
last two significant runs of late run Coho salmon in
the entire lower Columbia Basin. The synergy of
the watershed council and eNRG Kayaking staff
(Kristin Dahl and Sam Drevo) brings many skills
and resources together, unites the paddling and
whitewater community together with the local
watershed and the business community, amd
makes a positive difference in our community and
river.

Most Missed Item: set of dentures, Most
Memorable: An intact prom photo, Most Enormous:
a 7 foot tall, ½ ton giant tire from an earthmover,
Most Comfortable: a couch, Most Creative: 8 foot
chain of lost sandals and shoes.
These are some of the award categories from the
5th Annual Down the River Clean Up on the
Clackamas. At the end of the day, September 10th
the Clackamas River ran cleaner after 280
volunteers, most traveling by flotilla of kayaks,
canoes, driftboats and rafts removed a staggering
5.27 tons of garbage from 13 miles of river between
Barton Park and Clackamette Park, at the mouth of
the river.

Kayakers, who typically run the more exciting
stretches of the upper river, came out in force.
Other volunteers included members of the Oregon
Whitewater Rafting Association, driftboaters from
the Northwest Steelheaders, youngsters from local
schools and girl scouts, and 18 members of the
Oregon National Guard Unit stationed at Camp
Withycombe. The Clackamas County Marine Unit
divers- instead of recovering unfortunate
swimmers, dove the deep pools in the river to
recover empty beverage containers and other
refuse.
Thanks to the efforts of this dedicated team of
boating volunteers, the river runs cleaner for us all
and the salmon and steelhead have a better home
in the Clackamas.

River Clean Up Volunteers dispose of a giant earthmover tire found in
and hauled out of the Clackamas River. (Photo courtesy of Kristin
Dahl.)

The event, organized by eNRG Kayaking and the
Clackamas River Basin Council mobilized a cross
section of the community committed to making a
difference. According to Damascus resident and
parent of two youngsters who participated in the
event- Jim Draeger, "The event allowed my
children ages 13 and 16 to feel the pride of caring
for their river that happens to flow in their
backyard… It was one very fine day, on a very fine
river…with a very fine group of people."
Late afternoon, as the sky turned pastel shades,
groups of volunteers munched a celebratory
barbecue of organic watermelon from the local
farmers market and Oregon Country Beef, courtesy

River clean-up participants gathering trash on the banks of the
Clackamas River. (Photo courtesy of Kristin Dahl.)
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Event organizers sincerely thank the 280 amazing
volunteers who helped, and the following event
supporters: Next Adventure, Portland State
University Outdoor Recreation Program, All Star
Rafting, Oregon Kayak and Canoe Club, Artifact
Design, Clackamas County Parks, Clackamas
County Sheriff Marine Unit, Clackamas County
Solid Waste and Recycling, the NW Rafters
Association, Metro, SOLV, New Seasons Market,
Noah's Bagels, Clif Bar, Patagonia, NRS,
Mississippi Studios, Lewi Longmire Band, Ashleigh
Flynn, Keen Footwear, Oregon Whitewater Rafters
Association, American Medical Response, Hi-Tek
Scuba, the Oregon Watershed Enhancement
Board, Wet Planet, Alder Creek Canoe and Kayak,
Leatherman, Yakima, Ruffwear, Outdoorplay,
Feelfree Kayak USA, Gerber, and Latitudes
Printing.

their generous donation of souvenir t-shirts and
helping provide mini safety kits for our participants.
It was a full house with 15 students with skills
ranging from their first day on the river to a decade
of rafting knowledge. Some of the group took part
in a club trip on Saturday and camped at
Fisherman’s Bend the night before the course. Our
day started early with a group discussion of our
gear and how we should look at our gear with an
objective eye. We discussed what items you would
need in rescue scenarios and practiced throw rope
techniques while still on dry land. After a quick
lunch and shuttling, the informed group hit the river.
On the river, everyone was able to practice both
their whitewater skills and safety skills including
swimming, using zip lines, throwing ropes, and
rescuing others. It was a tiring but fun day and
everyone came away with something to make them
safer on the river. Look for another Safety Day next
year and, of course, don’t forget to make sure that
you have up-to-date safety gear (helmet, PFD,
whistle, etc.). Anyone who kayaks often should also
consider taking an official ACA-certified safety
course.

Another Successful Safety Day
By Mark Adams and Shannon Crosswhite
The OKCC hosted its Third Annual Safety Day on
August 6 on the North Santiam. Our motto for the
day was “Do It Right, Keep it Tight!” which in case
you’re wondering, refers to your PFD according to
the ACA. A big thanks to our friends at Next
Adventure for sponsoring Safety Day, including

Thanks all and looking forward to next year!
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Oregon Raft Team – Gore Canyon and Beyond
By Tim Brink (aka Timber), ORT Coordinator

ORT is on pace to have another tremendous year
of running rivers and having fun. Momentum is
certainly with us after our top five finish at
Nationals. ORT is based on the principle of building
and maintaining a healthy paddling community—we
are not just a race team. Our fellow competitors
have frequently commented that they would also
like to have team dinners, barbeques, and take
road trips to a variety of challenging tributaries. Last
season a few of our adventures included paddling
the Crooked, Scott, Cal-Salmon, Gore Canyon,
Upper Klamath, American, Wenatchee, Wilson,
Clackamas, White Salmon, and even the Pacific
Ocean. In addition to planning a few first raft
descents this winter, we would also like to run the
Illinois, Upper Washougal, and Burnt Ranch Gorge
section of the Trinity just to name a few.

Once only a kayak race, about 10 years ago they
started racing rafts down this incredibly perilous
Gore Canyon. Gore is aptly named as evidenced
by two race drownings as recently as six years ago.
The rapid lines are long, numerous and varied. The
lines change with every fluctuation of 100cfs.
A true challenge of skill and survival instinct—then
someone starts a timer and you race through it.

Even if hopping in a race raft isn’t your thing we can
always use safety boaters as this not only provides
safety but helps defray costs for all participants.
Non paddlers also join our ranks in the forms of
videographers, photographers, drivers, food and
general trip support, and trainers. Any and all who
wish to enjoy the rugged beauty of challenging
rivers in a positive, competitive, and athletic
community are encouraged to visit our website:
www.oregonraftingteam.org.

Oregon Raft Team in Gore Canyon. (Photo courtesy of Tim Brink.)

On race day, we managed a fourth place finish. Not
too bad considering:








The team that got first, 8 Ball, has won the
last six Gore races and has seen the
canyon privately and commercially (the
commercials portage the Class Vs) about
600-800 times amongst the six paddlers.
The second place team, Clear Creek, has
won the race five times, also runs it
commercially, and the crew has seen it at
least 200 times.
Third place Nova also runs it commercially,
races every year, and the combined Gore
runs of the crew is "likely" in the range of
300-500.
ORT was the highest finishing team not
from Colorado and highest finishing co-ed
team.

Our combined Gore experience was two runs with
this team, I had one last year, three runs five years
ago, and Tyson ran it twice last year. The other
paddlers in our boat have been rafting for: three
months, three months, five months, and eight
months. We beat three local teams. Our goal was
to get in the top five this year, and podium next
year.

Oregon Raft Team, before the big race. (Photo: Mike Long.)
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the ordinary low water mark of a navigable river is
illegal, but did not state that recreational boating
was illegal. In fact, in agreeing with a 1931 Fifth
Circuit case, Judge James acknowledges that the
public does have a right to float navigable rivers:

From American Whitewater…
Court Ruling Limits Recreational Rights on
Rivers
By Kevin Colburn, American Whitewater

"Although the Fifth Circuit stated in Silver Springs
that the public has a right to reasonably use
navigable waters for "legitimate purposes of travel
or transportation, for boating or sailing for pleasure,
as well as carrying persons or property for hire," the
Fifth Circuit did not specifically find that the public
has a federal common law right to fish or hunt on a
navigable source of water."

On August 29th, 2006 US District Judge Robert G.
James ruled that the public does not have a federal
common law right to fish or hunt above the low
water mark on a navigable body of water. He
further ruled that it would be criminal trespass for
the public to use the flooded side channels of the
Mississippi River for the purposes of hunting and
fishing. The judge stopped short however of ruling
that recreational paddling is illegal.

While the case does not make paddling rivers
illegal, it comes dangerously close to doing so. It
appears possible at least that this case - if upheld could influence subsequent cases in a manner that
is damaging to the millions of Americans that enjoy
all types of boating. What this case does do though,
is eviscerate sportsmens' ability to hunt and fish on
rivers across the country, and significantly narrows
the rights Americans have to enjoy our public
waters. Specifically, the case finds that fishing or
hunting anywhere above the ordinary low water
mark of navigable rivers (ie channel margins and
side channels only wetted during higher flows) is
illegal. It is unclear what impact, if any, this decision
has on the many rivers not federally designated as
navigable. American Whitewater strongly supports
the right to fish in our nation's waterways and is
deeply disturbed by this ruling. If upheld, it will
impact our many members that enjoy fishing.

In a previous lower court ruling, Magistrate Judge
Kirk found that fishermen had a federal common
law right and a state law right to fish and hunt on
the Mississippi. He concluded that the public could
enjoy these activities in flooded side channels
regardless of the status of the ownership of the
property located below the waters. Judge Kirk held
that a federal common law right of navigation exists
"which includes the right to reasonably use the
Mississippi's waters for the purposes, among other
things, of navigation including travel and
transportation, commerce, boating, sailing, and
fishing and hunting from boats," and that these
activities are allowed up to the mean high water
mark.
In a stunning reversal of Judge Kirk's initial ruling,
Justice James ruled that although the public has a
right to reasonable use of navigable waters for
"legitimate purposes of travel or transportation, for
boating or sailing for pleasure, as well as carrying
persons or property for hire," the public does not
have a federal common law right to fish or hunt on
a navigable source of water. He determined that
use of a waterway is restricted to uses that are
"incidental to the navigable character of the stream
and its enjoyment as an avenue of commerce."

We expect this case to be appealed to a higher
court and will actively seek ways in which we can
foster a positive outcome for all Americans that
enjoy recreating on our nation's waterways.
The full text of the Court’s ruling can be found at
www.americanwhitewater.org/content/Article/view/a
rticleid/10182/display/full/.

Justice James concluded his ruling stating that
fishing and hunting are not permitted on flooded
side channels of the Mississippi River because
"these activities are not incidental to the navigable
character of the river and its enjoyment as an
avenue of commerce."
Many reports on this recent case claim that it
makes pleasure boating illegal on every navigable
river across the nation. This is not correct. Judge
James clearly states that hunting and fishing above
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One final reminder…
Don’t forget that the OKCC Annual Meeting will be happening on Thursday, November 16 at 7:00 pm at the
Iron Horse Restaurant in Sellwood!
The OKCC Annual Meeting is always a good time! We’ll have complimentary food and beverages on hand
during the course of the evening’s activities. To start things off, we’ll be discussing all the fun and wonderful
things we did this past year... kind of a big pat on the back. We’ll probably then talk generally about what
we’d like to do in the next year—taking comments from the floor, of course—and see if any one would like
to volunteer to do it. After that, or maybe before (hey, we’re a laid back group), we’ll be having elections.
According to our bylaws, the OKCC is required to have five directors and to elect them on an annual basis.
This is actually the most important part of the meeting. We’ll for sure be voting in a President, Vice
President/Secretary and Treasurer—the other two posts are negotiable, but will probably involve leading
trips, planning events, or a combination of the two! Do you have political aspirations? Consider running for
one of these spots! Hey, the current board is great, but they’d be happy to step aside for someone new!
You know you want to come… we’ll see you there!
Please note: Only current OKCC members can vote. Renew your membership or bring your checkbook with you if your membership has expired.

OKCC Annual Meeting

Helmets are required by the pool!

Pool Session Information

Roll “coaches” will be available if requested in
advance. If you need help with your roll, are
interested in helping others, or are interested in
hosting a pool session, please contact the OKCC
Pool Session Coordinator, Shannon Crosswhite, at
pipirneck@mindspring.com.

It's that time again! OKCC pool sessions are back
on again at the North Clackamas Aquatic Park!
Come on out for roll practice and play!






When: Tuesday nights. October 17 and 24
from 8:00-9:30 pm. Every Tuesday in
November from 7:30 -9:00 pm and
December 5 and 12 from 7:30-9:00 pm
Where: NCAP – 7300 SE Harmony Road,
Milwaukie, OR 97222 (near Clackamas
Town Center)
Cost: $8 for OKCC members, $12 for nonmembers, $6 for kids under 12. Join or
renew your OKCC membership at the pool
(just $20) and that session is free!

Other Pool Sessions in the Area
The Sandy YMCA Aquatic Center (39055 Pleasant
Street, Sandy, OR 97055) is also once again open
for flat-water kayak practice from 7:30 to 9:30 on
Wednesday nights. The cost is $4/person, and
helmets are required during kayak polo.
Check the PDX Adventure Racer website
(www.pdxadventureracer.com/node/view/748) for
information on other pool sessions in the area.
Please confirm with each location before attending
as sessions are often seasonal, change and/or
cancel.

We rent the wave pool for the entire time. The
waves will only be on for the last 30 minutes for
surfing and/or combat roll practice. Or get out early
and soak in the HOT TUB...

Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday
Saturday
Sunday

Location
Beaverton Swim Center
North Clackamas Aquatic Park
Sunset Swim Center
Sunset Swim Center
Beaverton Swim Center
Sandy YMCA
Sunset Swim Center
Marshall Pool (Vancouver)
Tualatin Hills Aquatic Center
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Time
9:30 – 10:30 pm
8:00 – 9:30 pm / 7:30 – 9:00 pm
8:30 – 10:00 pm
8:30 – 10:00 pm
9:30 – 10:30 pm
7:30 – 9:30 pm
8:30 – 10:00 pm
3:30 – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Membership Application & Renewal
The Oregon Kayak and Canoe Club (OKCC) is a group of boaters in the Portland area who have joined together to
pursue a common interest in whitewater boating. The OKCC’s primary focus is to organize river trips at various skill levels.
Safety, as well as enjoyment, is considered important on all club-sponsored trips. The OKCC is also active in ocean
kayaking, slalom races, instruction, and river conservation. Membership entitles you to all issues of our newsletter, trip
schedules, conservation updates, social events, affiliation with the American Canoe Association and American
Whitewater, and an outlet/source for used equipment. Membership is contingent upon the receipt of dues and a signed
waiver. Each adult member of a household must sign the waiver below.
The ACA’s Paddle America Club provides liability insurance for OKCC trips and events. OKCC members who choose
ACA membership in addition to OKCC membership will receive OKCC benefits in addition to the benefits of ACA
membership (Paddler magazine, ACA paddling events, and member-only discounts). OKCC members who are not ACA
members will be charged $10.00 for every club trip or event in which they participate. This fee covers the cost of liability
insurance.
OKCC members who join American Whitewater will receive a subscription to American Whitewater magazine and
member-only discounts as well as support American Whitewater’s mission to conserve and restore America’s whitewater
resources and to enhance opportunities to enjoy them safely.
OKCC MEMBERSHIP
$20.00 OKCC Membership Only - Individual or Household
$20.00 OKCC Renewal - Individual or Household
AFFILIATE CLUB ENROLLMENT (NEW ENROLLMENT WITH OKCC MEMBERSHIP ONLY)
$30.00 ACA Individual Membership
$25.00 ACA Student/Junior Membership (18 and under or full-time college students
with proof of a valid student ID)
$40.00 ACA Household Membership (2 adults and children 18 and under)
$25.00 American Whitewater Individual Membership
$35.00 American Whitewater Household Membership
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
Participant’s Name:

ACA No.:

Address:
City/State/Zip:
Home Phone:

Mobile Phone:

Email:
Additional Household Members:

ACA No.:
ACA No.:
ACA No.:

Newsletter delivery (circle one):

Mail

Web (download)

Email

I have read, understand, and am familiar with the American Canoe Association Waiver and Release of Liability and the
American Whitewater Safety Code. I agree to be bound by the terms of the ACA Waiver and Release of Liability and to
follow the guidelines of the AW Safety Code as a condition of membership in the Oregon Kayak & Canoe Club, Inc.
Signature:

Date:
Date:

ALL NEW ACA APPLICANTS MUST ALSO COMPLETE AN ACA WAIVER FORM.
WAIVER FORMS ARE AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT www.acanet.org.
Please make checks payable to “OKCC” and send your completed application and waiver(s) with check to:
Membership, OKCC, P.O. Box 692, Portland OR 97207
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OREGON KAYAK & CANOE CLUB
PO BOX 692
PORTLAND OR 97207

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

